
 

We Are Family: Genuine Love 
ROMANS 12:9-13  
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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

Romans 12:9 

• Define agape love. Why is it important for believers to use the biblical definition of love for all interactions 
with other members of Jesus’ family? What can happen when we use our own definition or definitions 
created by our society? 

• How does hypocritical behavior damage your efforts to disciple other believers? To spread the gospel?   

• Why does a hatred of evil always accompany genuine love? Why should you be careful to strike a 
balance between a focus on detesting evil versus clinging to what is good? 

• How do you know when your love is sincere? How do you know when it is insincere? What impacts do your 
sincere and insincere love have on the members of Christ’s family? Be prayerful as you explore your 
motivations, emotions, thoughts, words, and behaviors. Share your insights with your group.  

Romans 12:10-13 

• Read Philippians 2:2-4. How does this passage support Romans 12:10-13?  

• What does it mean to love one another deeply? Is this different from the love Paul refers to in verse 9? 
Explain. 

• What words did Paul use to amplify his message about demonstrating love (v. 11)? What do they mean 
and how did they enhance your understanding of what he intended to convey to the church at Rome? 

• Review the attitudes and actions in this week’s passage. Why is persistent prayer the critical ingredient for 
maintaining and sustaining a lifestyle of genuine love? How can you look to Jesus as your Mediator and 
Intercessor for what you need to be persistent in prayer and live a life of genuine love? How can your 
group support you in this? 

• Are you diligently serving Jesus with zeal and fervency? What idols keep you from serving Jesus as He 
deserves to be served? How can your group disciple you through turning away from worshiping your idols 
and turning to worshiping Jesus exclusively? How can your group help you serve Jesus through serving His 
family? 

GO DEEPER Read 1 Corinthians 13. What does it teach you about genuine love? How does it deepen your 
understanding of this week’s passage? How can you apply what you learned to the sermon series theme “we 
are family”? 


